Japan has accepted Ukrainians, but not other refugees

June 20th is World Refugee Day, an international day designated by the United Nations. According
to the UNHCR, (Drefugees are “people who have fled war, violence, conflict or persecution and have
crossed an international border to find safety in another country.”

At least 89.3 million people around the world have been forced to flee their homes, and 41% of them
are under the age of 18. 52% are from the three countries: Syria(6.8 million), Ukraine(5.7 million), and
Afghanistan(5.7 million).

(2Japan's acceptance rate for refugees has been extraordinarily low compared to other advanced

countries. In 2022, 3,772 applied for refugee status, but only 202 were accepted.

Despite its strict refugee policies and ethnic Qhomogeneity, in 2022, Japan took in 2,302 Ukrainians,
much more than a few refugees it typically accepts each year. Ukrainians have entered Japan under a
framework set up specifically for them. Technically, Ukrainians aren’t categorized as “refugees,” but
called “evacuees.” It doesn’t mean Japan has changed its overall refugee policy.

“Japan should accept more displaced people,” the head of the UN refugee agency told Nikkei in an

interview on June 15th,
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Q1 THODERZHMALEL £ 9,

Q2 THDOIZoWT:
(1) How many refugees are there in the world?
(2) What percentage of them are children?

(3) Where are many of them from?
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a) the quality of being all the same or the similar kind

b) the quality of including people from different backgrounds
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Why did Wishma Sandamali die in Japan?

On March 6tk, 2021, Wishma Sandamali, a 33-year-old woman from Sri Lanka, died at an immigration
facility in Nagoya. She had been detained there since August 2020 for overstaying her visa. Support
groups and doctors say she died from starvation. Her death has sparked a debate on the treatment of
1,500 asylum seekers currently in detention in Japan, a country which does not have enough political will
to protect refugees proactively.

Wishma came to Japan on a student visa in 2017. She was studying Japanese and her dream was
to become an English teacher in Japan. At that time, she was suffering from violence from her Sri
Lankan boyfriend she lived with. After the boyfriend stole Wishma’s money and smartphone, she couldn’t
continue to study in Japan. She stopped attending classes in May 2018, and the school expelled her.

As her student visa was revoked, she applied for refugee status to extend her stay in Japan, but it
was rejected by the immigration authorities in January 2019. Her stay in Japan became illegal.

One day, Wishma could no longer bear the violence of her boyfriend, so she asked for help at a police
station in Shizuoka. She was not protected, but was arrested because she had no visa. She was

immediately detained at the Nagoya detention center.
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Q1 Where is Wishma Sandamali from?

Q2 How long has she been detained in an immigration facility in Nagoya?
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Q4 In May 2018, why was Wishma expelled from her school?

Q5 VAT IAI DL RBIETTRESEE (llegal alien)iiY L7,

Q6 One day, why did she ask for help at a police station in Shizuoka?

Q7 When she asked for help at a police station, what happened to her?

Death of Sri Lankan woman sparks debate over Japan's asylum policy
[FRANCE 24 English]




Wishma’s family sue Japanese government

In January 2021, she became ill. She requested medical care, but did not receive treatments. She
wrote letters to (WSTART, a support group for foreign detainees in Nagoya. "These people don't take me
to the hospital because I am in custody of them. I need to recover but I don't know how to do it. Please help

me to recover," she wrote in a letter. On February 16t, (Dimmigration officials denied Wishma's request

for provisional release to receive medical treatment.

@ Wishma died on March 6th 2021 at an immigration facility in Nagoya. The family's legal team has
demanded the government to release all the security camera footage of the facility as evidence. They say,
“The bereaved family has the right to know the truth, and the judges have the duty to know."

On March 4th, 2022, a year after her death, Wishma’s bereaved family sued the Japanese government,
demanding ¥156 million in compensation. The family claim that she was illegally detained and died due
to a lack of necessary medical care. “We want the Japanese government to apologize and admit its
responsibility for her death,” Wishma’s sister Wayomi said in the first hearing at the Nagoya District Court.
The Immigration Services Agency said that the immigration center staff lacked awareness on
handling emergencies, and that there were problems with the facility's medical and information sharing
system. This March, the Nagoya District Court announced that they will show security camera footage

in court on June 21st and July 12th,
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Q9 What is the big problem she had faced since January 20217
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QI |l  What has Wishma’s family's legal team demanded the government to release?
And when will they show it in court?
Ql2 On March 4™, 2022, what did Wishma’s bereaved family do?
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Q14 What did the Immigration Services Agency say about the immigration center staff?
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What is a big problem you see behind Wishma’s death? Please write your opinion.
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1. Refugees are people who have fled war, violence, conflict or persecution and have crossed

an international border to find safety in another country.”

2. Japan's acceptance rate for refugees has been extraordinarily low compared to other advanced

countries.

3. On March 6th, 2021, Wishma Sandamali, a 33-year-old woman from Sri Lanka, died at an immigration

facility in Nagoya. She had been detained there for overstaying her visa.

4. She applied for refugee status to extend her stay in Japan, but it was rejected by the immigration

authorities.

5. Wishma’s bereaved family sued the Japanese government, demanding ¥156 million in compensation.
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=Wishma’s bereaved family sued the Japanese government, ( )( ) ¥156 million

in compensation.

Death at immigration facility raises questions about medical care
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